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The city of Aspen encourages local merchants to use creative methods to advertise and grow their businesses.  
Since both outdoor merchandising and sandwich board signs, however, are on the public right-of-way, the 
city does need merchants to follow a few simple rules to insure public safety as well as keeping Aspen a 
pleasant destination for both guests and locals. 

OUTDOOR MERCHANDISING 

AND 

SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS 

IN THE CITY OF ASPEN 

Within the city, retail merchants have the ability to display a sample selection of their merchandise on the public right of 
way adjacent to their business.  Outdoor displays are for merchandising only, and should not involve any store person-
nel. Outdoor Merchandising is intended for displaying a small representative sample of merchandise, and is not meant to 
allow a merchant to “set up shop” out on the sidewalk or the mall.  A few important items to keep in mind with outdoor 
merchandise on the public right of way: 

 Merchandising on public rights-of-way is permitted through-
out the year but requires an annual license. 

 Displays under 4 square feet do not require a fee, but anything 
larger does. 

 Clothing display on the right-of-way (sidewalk, street, or the 
mall) is limited to 1 mannequin.  

 Bins and boxes used to display merchandise are prohibited. 

 All outdoor merchandise must allow for  a 6 foot clearance on 
the sidewalk, larger on the mall, and a 2 foot clearance from 
the curb. 
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Outdoor Merchandising (Cont.) 

Sandwich Board Signs 
 Sandwich Board signs are only permitted for retail and restaurant businesses within the City of Aspen.   

 Sandwich board signs must be made primarily of wood or metal and must have a professional finish.  Dry erase 
boards are prohibited, and they are not to exceed six (6) square feet per side. 

 Sandwich board signs may only be displayed on or adjacent to the parcel that contains the business, and a six (6) 
foot travel width must be maintained on sidewalks and pedestrian malls. 

 All commercial parcels may display one sandwich board sign per parcel, per street inclusive of directory signs in 
the form of a sandwich board sign.  Parcels that face directly onto two streets (corner properties) may display two 
sandwich board signs.  If a building has 6 or more retail businesses, then two signs per street may be displayed.  
These signs may be maintained year-around.  Multiple businesses may be advertised on one sign.  An annual li-
cense must be obtained. 

 Restaurants may display one sandwich board sign per establishment.  

 In order for any business to display a sandwich board sign, the Community Development Department must receive 
a completed license, along with a signed letter of approval from the property owner or property manager.  

**This is only a guide for the Sign Code in the City of Aspen.  The full and official regula ons can be found in 
Chapter 26.510, Signs of the Land Use Code. ** 
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