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Environmental Sustainability  
 
Aspen’s natural environment has long shaped the city’s spirit, 
history, economy, and lifestyle. The Aspen community relies on 
the vibrancy and health of nearby wild and urban ecosystems 
to support a tourism-based economy and to provide the quality 
of life that draws residents to make Aspen their home.  
 
Environmental sustainability incorporates the strength and 
longevity of local ecology with concurrent human needs. It 
encompasses responsible human-environment interaction, 
which prevents the degradation of natural resources and 
supports long-term vitality.  
 
Accordingly, a sustainable environment is one in which natural 

resources (such as forests, wildlife, rivers, air, energy, and land) are managed with care and planning for 
the future. A sustainable environment empowers residents and visitors to act as stewards of the land, 
air, and water around them, to be more conscientious consumers, and to leave lighter footprints. 
Recognizing the real economic and social value that comes from a thriving natural environment is crucial 
for the long-term resiliency of the Aspen community as a whole.  
 

 
Figure 1. Aspen leaves near the Maroon Bells.1 

 

When reviewed collectively, the key indicators in the environmental sustainability section of this report 
describe what environmental sustainability means for Aspen. No one metric can stand alone as a 
comprehensive indicator of sustainability. However, in concert, many measures speak to the robust, 
nuanced, and multi-faced nature of the environment.  
 
In creating this report, City of Aspen staff delineated five key areas to focus the report on: Air; Energy; 
Parks, Trails, & Open Space; Waste; and Water (Figure 2).  

 

                                                           
1Babbie, Sheila. 2016.   
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Figure 2. Environmental Outcome Themes 

 
Key stakeholder groups then crafted outcome statements for each category that portray what true 
environmental sustainability would look like for Aspen (see text box on following page). To measure 
Aspen’s success toward achieving these desired outcomes, stakeholders then identified three to four 
key performance measures within each category of environmental sustainability for which there is 
substantial enough local information to be tracked and compared over time. Each of these individual 
measures is featured in a one-page dashboard.  
 
The outcomes and key performance measures in this report are designed to educate decision makers, 
staff, and the public to take informed action toward enhancing Aspen’s environmental sustainability.  
 

 
Figure 3. The Maroon Bells.2 

 
 

                                                           
2Babbie, Sheila. 2016.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY 

OUTCOMES 

 

• AIR                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The Aspen community enjoys clean healthy air. Aspen’s air quality is one of the 
factors that distinguish it from other places. Residents and visitors alike expect and 
value clear skies and unpolluted indoor and outdoor air. Because Aspen has clean 
healthy air, residents can fully enjoy indoor and outdoor activities with reduced 
concern for their respiratory health, including reduced incidence of respiratory 
illness and irritation. 

 

• ENERGY                                                                                                                                                                                       
The Aspen community effectively manages its energy needs while minimizing 
adverse environmental impacts. Energy generation and consumption, while integral 
to a prosperous economy, can result in the emission of greenhouse gases and 
pollutants that contaminate land, air and water. By replacing fossil fuel-based 
energy with renewable resources – and maximizing energy efficiency across all 
sectors – Aspen meets its energy demands in an efficient, clean and affordable 
manner. In doing so, Aspen maintains a thriving economy while reducing the 
adverse environmental impacts of its energy needs. 

 

• PARKS, TRAILS, & OPEN SPACE                                                                                                                                                 
Aspen’s unique blend of natural resources provides wide-ranging habitats, 
recreation opportunities and connected, accessible places. A myriad of natural 
resources contribute to Aspen’s singularity as a place. High levels of biodiversity, 
native ecosystems, extensive fish and wildlife habitat, and a diverse urban forest 
provide ecosystem functions that benefit the community (such as absorbing water 
runoff and filtering water for quality, for example), and provide for extensive active 
and passive recreational pursuits and personal renewal. Access to nearby parks and 
open spaces via walkable connections is an integral part of the city’s appeal. 

 

• WASTE                                                                                                                                                                                               
The amount of waste is minimal, and waste management choices protect the 
environment. The consumption of material resources and the waste generation 
that accompanies it can result in contamination of our air, land and water. Wastes 
are minimized through diversion and reuse whenever possible, which maximizes the 
life of the current landfill while avoiding pollution. When waste must be disposed, it 
is done so responsibly. 

 

• WATER                                                                                                                                                                                             
The Aspen community has a sufficient supply of safe, clean water to satisfy a full 
range of municipal and other purposes while maintaining healthy streams and 
rivers. Resources such as the Roaring Fork River and its tributaries are essential to 
the vitality of the Aspen area, providing high-quality water for a variety of 
purposes. Because of its heavy dependence on this limited resource, it is important 
for the City to have minimal negative impacts on water quality and quantity. Only if 
Aspen has a sufficient supply of clean water for drinking and recreation, will 
residents and visitors be able to continue enjoying the life and natural amenities for 
which the area is known. Aspen takes responsibility for and minimizes pollutants 
entering waterways through storm water and waste water pollution prevention. 

 

 
  


