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Special Event Report Card 
 
Event Name: Mac & Cheese Festival 
Event Date: September 8, 2012 

Explanation of rating system: 

 Excelled 
 Met ZGreen Requirements 
 Just missed requirements 
 Did not meet requirements 

Comments/Suggestions: 

The Mac and Cheese Festival was required to meet ZGreen standards as a 
second-year event in the City of Aspen, however the event fell short of these 
standards. The Mac and Cheese Festival offered food in compostable containers 
and most of these containers were put into compost bins. However, there were 
more bottled and canned beverages than expected and those items were also 
thrown into the compost bins, as there were no recycling bins available. This led to 
contamination in all the bins meaning that compostable materials were thrown 
away. Next year, this event needs to offer trash, recycling and compost next to 
each other in all areas of the event. Additionally, ZGreen recommends offering 
large containers of water with compostable cups. There were no other giveaways 
at the event, which was helpful in reducing waste. ZGreen requires that every 
event make efforts to educate event attendees either through signage or 
announcements. The ZGreen auditor did not notice any education efforts at this 
event. On the other hand, the restaurant staff seemed very aware of the waste 
reduction efforts and told attendees to remember to compost their cups. Nice work 
working with these vendors!   

This is a great community event and hopefully has a long future in Aspen. Event 
planners should meet with ZGreen at least two months in advance next year so 
that all environmental concerns can be properly considered.  
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